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Academic Units Abbreviations
CEHD
CHHS
CHSS
COS
CVPA
LAW
SOM
SPP
VSITE
ICAR
UN

College of Education and Human Development
College of Health and Human Services
College of Humanities and Social Sciences
College of Science
College of Visual and Performing Arts
School of Law
School of Management
School of Public Policy
Th e Volgenau School of Information Technology and Engineering
Institute for Confl ict Analysis and Resolution
Provost Offi  ce

Appendix

 Other Acronyms
AAUP
BOV
E&G
FTE
GPA
IPEDS
SACS
SCHEV

American Association of University Professors
Board of Visitors
Educational and General
Full-Time Equivalent
Grade Point Average
Integrated Postsecondary Education Data Systems (U.S. Department of Education)
Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools
State Council of Higher Education for Virginia

Degree Acronyms
BA
BFA
BIS
BM
BS
BSED
BSN
CERB
CERG
CERM
DA
ENGR
JD
JM
LLM

Bachelor of Arts
Bachelor of Fine Arts
Bachelor of Individualized Study
Bachelor of Music
Bachelor of Science
Bachelor of Science in Education
Bachelor of Science in Nursing
Certifi cate (Post-Baccalaureate)
Certifi cate (Graduate)
Certifi cate (Post-Master)
Doctor of Arts
Engineering (Post-Master)
Juris Doctorate
Juris Master
Masters of Law

MA
MAIS
MBA
MED
MFA 
MM
MPA
MPP
MS
MSN
MSW
NDG
NDU
PHD

Master of Arts
Master of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies
Master of Business Administration
Master of Education
Master of Fine Arts
Master of Music
Master of Public Administration
Master of Public Policy
Master of Science
Master of Science in Nursing
Master of Social Work
Non-Degree Graduate
Non-Degree Undergraduate
Doctor of Philosophy

ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS
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TERMS AND DEFINITIONS
Accepted
Th e number of applications that resulted in an off er of admission into the applied-for program to the 
reporting term, including provisional admissions and other qualifi ed admission statuses.

Administrative/Professional Faculty
Administrative/professional faculty perform work directly related to the management of the activities of the 
university. Incumbents in administrative faculty positions exercise discretion and independent judgement 
and generally direct the work of others. Professional faculty require advanced learning and experience 
acquired by prolonged formal instruction and/or specialized work experience. Th is category is normally 
limited to librarians, counselors, coaches, and other professional positions.

Applied/Applications/Applicants
Th e number of admission applications submitted for the reporting term. Individuals submitting multiple 
applications (e.g., applying for both an undergraduate and a graduate program, or more than one graduate 
program) are counted once for each application submitted; consequently, the count of graduate applied/
applicants/applications may be greater than the number of individuals seeking admission to the university.

Certificate
A formal award certifying the satisfactory completion of a postsecondary program, but which does not 
qualify as a degree program. 

Class Level/Student Level 

   UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE-SEEKING:
  • Freshman: A student who has fewer than 30 earned credit hours.
  • Sophomore: A student who has 30-59 earned credit hours.
  • Junior: A student who has 60-89 earned credit hours.
  • Senior: A student who has at least 90 earned credit hours.

   GRADUATE DEGREE-SEEKING: 
  • Certifi cate: A student whose primary program of study is one leading to a post-baccalaureate certifi cate.
  • Master’s: A student whose primary program of study is one leading to a master’s degree.
  • Doctoral: A student whose primary program of study is one leading to a doctoral degree 

   PROFESSIONAL (LAW) DEGREE-SEEKING: 
  •  Law students are classifi ed as Law Day (full-time program) or Law Evening (part-time program) and by 

year in program, which is 1, 2, or 3 for Law Day students and 1, 2, 3, or 4 for Law Evening students.

   NON-DEGREE-SEEKING:
  •  Non-degree seeking students are classifi ed only as undergraduate, or graduate based on the level of the 

coursework being pursued.

Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) Code 
A classifi cation system established and updated by the United States Department of Education. Discipline and 
subdiscipline instructional programs are assigned a six digit code that is universally used for classifi cation 
and reporting. Th e 2000 revision is currently in use. 

Contract Course
A course off ered by contractual arrangement that may be paid for as a unit rather than via tuition charges to 
individual students.
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Credit Hour
A unit of measure of course work, independent study, or a related activity, that can be applied toward meeting 
the requirements of a degree, certifi cate, or other formal award. 

Degree-Seeking Student
A student enrolled in courses for credit who is recognized by the institution as seeking a degree or formal 
award.

Eminent Scholar Stipends
Monies paid from GMU Foundation endowment funds and the State Eminent Scholars Matching Program to 
supplement the salaries of eminent full-time scholars such as the Robinson Professors.

Enrolled/Enrollees
Students registered for more than zero credit hours on the census date for the reporting term. New enrollees 
approved for admission to multiple programs are counted only once under the program designated as their 
primary program of study.

First-Time Freshman
• Admissions: An applicant who has never attended any postsecondary institution since graduation from
  high school, or whose only postsecondary enrollment was in the summer term immediately prior to a fall
  applied for term or who took college level courses while still enrolled in high school.
• Student enrollment: New student who qualifi es as fi rst-time freshman admissions, including those with
  suffi  cient Advanced Placement credit to be granted upper class standing.

Extended Studies
Th e enrollment program that serves non-degree-seeking students.

Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) Student
A statistic derived from the student-credit hour productivity of the institution. In non-summer terms, the 
number of FTE students is obtained by dividing the total number of undergraduate, fi rst professional (law), 
and graduate credit hours per term by 15, 15, and 12, respectively. Th e number of FTE students in summer 
and annualized regular session (fall and spring semesters) is obtained by dividing the total number of 
undergraduate, fi rst professional, and graduate credit hours per session by 30, 30, and 24 respectively. Th is 
defi nition should be distinguished from the defi nition of a full-time student. 

Full-Time Faculty
Full-Time, instructional and research personnel holding the traditional ranks of professor, associate professor, 
assistant professor, and instructor. Designated as instructional or research faculty. 

Full-Time Student
An undergraduate student enrolled for 12 or more credit hours in a term, a graduate student enrolled for 9 or 
more credit hours in a term, or a law student classifi ed as a day student in a term.

Graduate Assistant
Enrolled graduate students holding the positions of graduate teaching assistant or graduate research assistant. 
Traditionally, these positions are 20 hours per week.

Graduate Student
A student enrolled in a master’s, doctoral, or post-baccalaureate certifi cate program, not including law 
students. A non-degree-seeking student enrolled in graduate-level classes is also considered a graduate 
student.
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Headcount Student
Th e number of students enrolled for more than zero credit hours in courses off ered for degree or certifi cate 
credit, including students who are not admitted to a degree program. When student headcount is reported by 
academic division/department, the headcount is attributed to the department that administers the student’s 
primary program of study. 

In-State Student
A student whose offi  cial domicile is in the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

Instructional Faculty
Faculty whose primary funding is from an Educational and General ledger one instructional account and 
whose primary purpose is instruction. Most salary comparisons such as AAUP are based only on full-time, 
instructional faculty.

Lower Division - Baccalaureate 
• Courses: courses that are part of a baccalaureate program, generally taken by freshmen and sophomores,
   with course numbers in the range of 100-299. 
• Students: students classifi ed as freshmen or sophomores (those with fewer than 60 earned credit hours).

New Student
A student whose enrollment in the term is the consequence of an application for admission for the term. 

Non-Degree-Seeking Graduate Student 
A student enrolled in graduate-level courses for credit who is not recognized as accepted into a degree or 
certifi cate.

Non-Degree-Seeking Student
A student enrolled in courses for credit who is not recognized as seeking a degree or certifi cate.

Non-Degree-Seeking Undergraduate Student
A student enrolled in undergraduate-level courses for credit who is not recognized as seeking a degree or 
certifi cate.

Non-Resident Alien
A person who is not a citizen or national of the United States and who is in this country on a visa or 
temporary basis and does not have the right to remain indefi nitely. (Source: IPEDS) 

Out-of-State Student
A student whose offi  cial domicile is not the Commonwealth of Virginia, and who therefore does not 
ordinarily qualify for in-state tuition rates.

Part-Time Faculty
Part-time or adjunct faculty hired for instruction with semester or year-long contracts.

Part-Time Student
An undergraduate enrolled for fewer than 12 credit hours in a term, a graduate student enrolled for fewer 
than 9 credit hours in a term, or a law student classifi ed as an evening student in a term.

Post-Baccalaureate Certificate
An award that requires completion of an organized program of study beyond the level of a bachelor’s degree, 
but which does not meet the requirements of academic degrees carrying the title of master.
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Program/Academic Program
A combination of courses and related activities organized for the attainment of broad educational objectives 
and approved by SCHEV. 

Race/Ethnicity
Categories used to describe groups to which individuals belong or with which they identify. Th e categories do 
not denote scientifi c defi nitions of anthropological origins. A person may be counted in only one group. In 
offi  cial reporting, only U.S. citizens and permanent residents (resident aliens) are grouped by race/ethnicity. 
Th e groups used to categorize all students are: 

• American Indian or Alaskan Native
• Asian or Pacifi c Islander
• Black, Non-Hispanic
• Hispanic
• White, Non-Hispanic
• Non-Resident Alien
• Other/Not Reported

Research Faculty
Faculty whose primary funding is from a research account and whose primary purpose is research. 

Term Faculty
Faculty not eligible for tenure, hired under contracts of fi xed terms.

Returning/Continuing Student
A student whose eligibility to enroll in the term does not require the submission of a formal application for 
admission.

Tenured Faculty
Faculty awarded appointments without a fi xed term, with periodic review.

Tenure-Track Faculty
Faculty eligible for, but not yet awarded tenure.

Terminal Degree
Th e highest earned degree in a discipline. In most cases, this is the doctorate (Ed.D. Ph.D., D.A., ENGR). In 
the fi ne arts, the M.F.A. or Master’s of Fine Arts degree is considered the highest appropriate degree.  Other 
Master’s in music and art theater don’t count as terminal. Th e J.D. in law is considered a terminal degree.

Transfer Student
A student entering the institution for the fi rst time or re-entering to resume a prior level and known to have 
previously attended a postsecondary institution at the same level. A student who was dual-enrolled at a 
college or university while still enrolled in high school is counted as a fi rst-time freshman, not as a transfer 
student.

Upper Division - Baccalaureate 
• Courses: courses that are part of a baccalaureate program, generally taken by juniors and seniors, with
  course numbers in the range of 300-599. 
• Students: students classifi ed as juniors or seniors (those with at least 60 earned credit hours).
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